
REPORT OF ACTIONS
DURING THE 6th EUROPEAN CERVICAL CANCER PREVENTION WEEK

2012 IN GREECE

The CCPW 2012 in Greece was supported for the 6 th year in a row by ECCA

(through the representative in Greece Prof. Agorastos), the Hellenic Society

for  the  Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Papillomavirus  (HPV)

(www.hpvsociety.gr)  ,  as  well  as  by  “AgaliaZo”,  the  Society  of  Volunteers

Against  Cancer  in  Greece (www.agaliazo.gr ).   Their  main  initiatives  took

place in Athens and Thessaloniki.

The campaign was held under the auspices of the Greek Ministry of

Health  and  Social  Welfare in  Athens  it  was  endorsed  by  “AgaliaZo”,  the

representative of ECCA in Greece (Prof. Agorastos), the Hellenic Association

of Gynecological Oncology and the Hellenic Pediatric Society.

A press release was despatched  in all printed and electronic means,

that  included  the  results  from  the  (approx.)  3000  questionnaires,  that

have been filled out during last year's campaign and statements from:

 Dr.  T.  Agorastos,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and Gynecology  of

Aristotle  University  of  Thessaloniki  (AUTH),  President  of  the

Hellenic  Society  of  Research  and  Treatment  of  Human

PapillomaVirus (HPV), 

 Dr.  A.  Antsaklis,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology  of

University  of  Athens and President  of  the Hellenic  Society  of

Obstetrics and Gynecology, 

 Dr. A. Konstantopoulos, Professor of Pediatrics, President of the

National Immunization Committee, President of  the Greek the

European and the Worldwide Pediatric Association, 

 Mrs.  O.  Haldaiou-Bitrou,  President  of  "The  Women  Initiative

against Cancer: OEKK-Agaliazo".

The results from the 2879 questionnaires, that have been filled out

during the 5th European Cervical Cancer Prevention Week 2011 are posted in

“Agaliazo’s” website and the main outcomes from this study are: 90,18% of

the  respondents  know  that  cervical  cancer  can  be  prevented  by  HPV

vaccination,  62,71%  of  them  have  not  been  vaccinated  against  cervical

http://www.agaliazo.gr/
http://www.hpvsociety.gr/


cancer, 13,91% have been vaccinated and 11,55% have this intention. Also

another remarkable result from this study is that only 33,35% have a Pap test

every year and 25,89% have never done it. 

A relevant TV spot with the same informative message after approval

of the National  Broadcasting Council was broadcasted in public and  private

TV channels (ΕΤ1, ΝΕΤ, ΕΤ3, MEGA, ANT1, STAR, SKAI, ALPHA, MAD TV,

MTV), and  in  movie  cinemas  all  over  Greece.  It  was  also  displayed  in

monitors that are located inside pharmacies, private and public clinics and in

Evgenides  Foundation  –  Planetarium  which  has  many  visits  from  young

people. 

A relative banner, concerning the 6th European CCPW, was published

in the main page of the news site www.newsbeast.gr from 23 January to 12

February. The banner included the press release form, the TV spot and the

link concerning the Cervical Cancer in “AGALIAZO” web site, where there is

uploaded  all  the  information  considering  the  Cervical  Cancer  and  its

prevention methods.

Mr. Panoskaltsis, Gynecologist and Mrs. Korleti, Vice-president of the

“AGALIAZO” initiative and responsible for the campaign, were invited to talk at

ALPHA TV station on the vaccine, Pap test and DNA HPV test, and their role

for the prevention of Cervical Cancer.

Mr. Antsaklis, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the National

University  in  Athens  and  Mrs.  Korleti,  Vice-president  of  the  “AGALIAZO”

initiative, gave an interview at the main Newscast at the National TV station

“NET” considering the importance of the prevention of Cervical Cancer.

Informative material was distributed throughout Greece in collaboration

with  many  local  organizations  which  are  involved  in  cancer  prevention

initiatives in Greece (eg. Kavala, Skopelos, Karpathos, Crete, Serres, etc.), in

Evgenides Foundation - Planetarium, in several hospitals in Attica, etc.

Especially  in  Thessaloniki,  a  significant  amount  of  media  coverage,

including a radio interview, an interview at the Newscast at the National TV

station  “ET3”,  a  press-conference,  9  articles  in  national  and  regional

newspapers and 14 articles published on websites, was achieved during the

6th CCPW, presenting mainly the new primary (vaccine) and secondary (HPV

DNA  testing  as  screening  test)  prevention  perspectives.  The  press-

http://www.newsbeast.gr/


conference was given by Mr. Theodoros Agorastos, Professor of Obstetrics

and  Gynecology  at  the  Aristotle  University  Thessaloniki  and  Dr.  John

Kavaliotis,  Head of the Pediatric  Clinic  in Hospital  for  Special  Diseases in

Thessaloniki  and the main message that came out was the efficiency and

safety of the HPV vaccines.

This year as the last one, the Greek Ministry of Health and Social Welfare,

under the National Plan of Action for Cancer (www.anticancer.gov.gr), on the

occasion of the 6th European CCPW 2012, implemented a program of free

screenings  across  the  country.  Although  since  decades  the  Papanicolaou

screening test is offered for free in public and university hospitals, only a very

low  number  of  Greek  women  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  and

implemented this preventive examination. However, during this week free pap

tests have been conducted for  all  women aged 15 and older which  came

without an appointment in the clinics. The aim of Ministry of Health and Social

Welfare was  the raise  of  awareness and the  realization of  this  preventive

measure  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  population,  so  that  all  women  be

convinced about the need for annual Papanicolaou testing. The program had

great success and that is proven by the number (>5000) of women who came

for a Papanicolaou smear test during the week.

http://www.anticancer.gov.gr/


Media coverage in Greece 

in the newspapers and on the Internet










